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The Evaluation of Stingless Bee Keeping Training Course of the Agricultural
Occupation Promotion and Development Center Chanthaburi Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) farmers’ socio-economic circumstance (2)
farmers’ satisfaction in training (3) farmers’ suggestions regarding the project (4) farmers’ knowledge
regarding stingless bee keeping (5) farmers’ opinions towards stingless bee keeping (6) farmers’ practice.

The research population was a total of 160 farmers who attended the training in the Specific
Occupational Promotion and Development Project, a course on stingless bee keeping for agriculture in 2013
at Chanthaburi Agricultural Occupational Promotion and Development Center (bee). Data collection
instrument was interview form. Data was analyzed by computer program using the following statistics i.e.
frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value andstandard deviation.

Findings from the study were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were male with their average
age at 49.29 years. Most of them completed primary education level and made their livings by agriculture.
Their average number of household members was 4.84 persons having the average household labor 2.69
persons in agricultural sector. Their average household income was 276,093.75 baht/year. Their average
agricultural area was 23.72 rai. Most of them engaged in stingless bee keeping and their average stingless bee
was 6.69 hives. Most of stingless bee’s plant food was rambutan and making use of stingless bee for
pollination. (2) Farmers’ satisfaction was found at the highest level in all aspects. (3) For suggestion, farmers
proposed to organize the next training on stingless bee products processing. There were unclear
documentpictures and they should be in color. In their training workshop, sufficient stingless bee variety
should be supplied to farmers. (4) Farmers’ knowledge was found at high level. Apart from increasing yield,
they also earned income from selling stingless bee hives, stingless bee honey and dammar from stingless bee
as well. They answered correctly at the average 16.70 items. (5) Farmers’ opinion which was rated at the
highest level was the aspect of stingless bee keeping could increase plant yield. (6) The activity that most
practiced by farmers was stingless bee hive management particularly placing stingless bee hive in the area
where there was enough plant food that balanced with quantity of stingless bee. It was appeared that farmers
had practiced in 11.96 items.

Keywords: Evaluation, Stingless bee keeping, Specific occupational promotion and
development project
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